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TUKSDAY, JUDY k. j
Till; l'MillT H il l, t OVI INI'I-.

An attack on The Times-Dispatch
at d its proprietors was printed In tho

itlackstone Oonrlor on Krlday, Jiino J7.

The attention of Tin? Times-Dispatch
wns first called to this article by an

editorial quotation In the K!> hinoml
Virginian on last Minday Tho Titnes-
Dlspatch now desires to toll tho Black¬
s-tone Courier and tlio Virginian that
this Is tho only reason j>roinpt notice
was not taken of i vicious and
unfounded assault.

Tlu* Timos-1 Mspntch now declares t.>

the people of Virginia that it has h«¦..n
made the object of concerted ami caro-

fully timed attack by tho ring organ*
in Danville. Ulackstono, Irvington. (."lir-
ton Forgo nn<! Hichmonil. V. illi wcil-
simulatod indignation, those who daro
not confront an awakened electorate
and openly support the iniquity and tho
offense of tho fee system have sought
to divert attention from this important
and desired reform, not by justifying
the existence of the fee system, but by
a venomous and personal attack upon
The Tlmcs-Dispatcli. Tho bitterness of
the assaults which have heen made
upon ub and the fierceness of the anger
lhat we have aroused conclusively show
how well tlie fee system supporters of
this State appreciate the peril of their
present position. An awakened and
informed electorate is tho most danger¬
ous foe that graft and incompetence
i an meet

Thanks to its unremitting effort.
The Times-Dispatch has aroused tho
people of this State to a fuller appro-
elation of the difficulty that must be
overcome before the bounty-fed foe
officers can be expelled from their
strongly intrenched position. The issue
has been drawn, and The Times-
Dispatch again welcomes an occasion
for Informing and arming the people
of Virginia f'>r this light Not even the
commissioners and treasurers' assoola-
tiotis. backed and supported by the fco-
fnttened county clerks, w'ill have such
plain and easy sailing in 1 !. 14 as they
had when last they were put upon
trial before the people to show cause

why they should not be paid for their
services /\nd not overloaded with un¬

earned remuneration foi their political
influence The Times-Dispatch will
press its campaign unremittingly and.
successfully. The lilnckstono ¦ "curler
mav not know it, the sound «. 1* the
coming storm may not have reached
Danville, apd political morals may hoof
no concern in Irvington, hut th»> j-hange
is coining all the same The fee system
is doomed, and the fee system will >;o.
The filends and supporters of that

legalized extortion can neither hall
nor deflect this paper by any of the
methods they have as ye: discovered,
Its plain duty is to Inform, encourage
and assist the people of Virginia in
their light for political freedom. This
duty it will gladly and 1.? tiIy con¬
tinue to perfornj
The personal attacks on the indi-

viduals who, as private < itizons, con-
trol The Times-Dispatch were obvi-
ouslv intended to ciivert, if possible,
attention f I«: i the leal issue Theso
charges do not concern Tho Times-
Dispatch as a public journal. They are

the personal affairs of individuals, ami
will t« dealt with by them s 15.. >
deem propej
Meanwhile, the HUiekslone Courier

and those who clamor with it i ..-.

give themselves 'e om-ein. The
Times Dispatch, u: ii teii.d by th< i t

that the reform of tin I'ee system w.ts

done to death by the I.c;-:.- !a t ure in
1012. will undertake t< see t > it lhat it
is kept alive In the mintb tlie p.
pie and their repre: .-n . at vos t, 1 11

It It IIMIIV IPS 111.1". < 'I It I< III V I \ I >*..
The anni'tii . n.es.t tl. it the \ .ii.ia |

power Company will h . lo i. g . ¦: g i \ ..

free current t certain ¦lepartments of
the city of P.b til! " « n> I'ie
t ncoui aging There is no reason why
the Clt\ should r it I

corporation that must :n ..< y ways
he «-r#n? i olli '1 1 'i :« !.a: it >
ai rangen.ent <.!.. ;re 1 i n.- 1. i. ¦. ut i ..

latioiis t'.at hill 1 . ' ween the
n:uni< ipaliTy i-.n<i f:an '. .< 1 vide
service « r n.

As we ren embei the Virgil.:.i oj-

pany »-'. ve t! s srnall f current
to cert;:;;. h- .M ; trs of the c:ty its a

bonus for the 1 u' contra' ' f lit:h* ?>».

the streets. Hirhmond was a lars:e
buyer Of um er \ nd so was y I .: '< d
what aire.-ui.tt-! to 'i. count ret,at.
in this extra p -w< Si),--, th- r.p.-rd? e

of the ci t; ^ I ! da r. t t1 .

Virginia <' ; i. -ft on set vim/
these points wit- ;t .l.aige 'J'h<
present step - r:e i« to <i..-.« ontn.'o-
t>ils gratis HI-: v:r i

Plain busines.- sense ' t.. it the
city departments 1 ; !!..-.r necessary
power from the city n.«» muni¬
cipal generator was i. fo.- ;>r -isely
this purpose It i« «wppo..i d ?.. s-tpply
the streets and the oil,. city neeib
l,et It undertake tl is woi k will
be fi Blight mechanical ehang< ».¦ l<;d
at the distribution points, as tf.e city
current will have, to be it-ansfoin.ed to

suit the equipment installed for it e

potential furnished by the Virgin
company. Such transformers should be
Installed by authority of the Adminis¬
trative Hoard, oi w hatever other boards

may control the buildings about to bo
deprived of free current.
The pneouraging part of this is that

ii (nits tl»e niunlelpal electric bushiest"
on a sane base. It relieves Richmond
of any obligation to the power com-
pan.v. AVlien every charge is made
against the city plant that should be
made, we can judge of whether the
plant is n good business proposition,
tOFiilting in ecoAoinical electricity for'
the i ity. If the plant cannot supply
tl.is curront at as cheap, f not cheaper,
rated than these charged by a private
company, then something is fundn-,
mentally wrong with the whole theory,
The same principles apply to elec-

trielty as to gas. The entire ronduct
of this utilitv should be segregated
Irom other city business. Its affairs
should be arranged just as are those of
a private undertaking. Interest, taxes,
dcpteciation and oilier charges should
be booked against the plant. In turn,
it should charge every kilowatt of cur¬
rent used by Richmond against Ihe de-
|.ailment using it. In the end this will
l>e only a inattci of bookkeeping, l>ut

will enable tlx people to see a\ Ik th< :¦

they are supporting an institution that
renders service cheaply, or wasting
money trying to do for themselves
what private interests can d<» better.

> tl'K(il'AHI) Till' IMMIIAIIV IIV
I'Alt'l \ ItKI.IS't'lt \TIU.N.

In a recent issue The Times-1 >is-
patch declared that a system of party
registration must be established in
Virginia for the preservation of the j
Democratic party Such a device will
expel from Democratic ranks Repub¬
licans who wear Democratic clothing
for sinister purpo.dc.s. Hy party regis-i
tratkm is meant that at the time for
registration as a voter the citizen has;
tin opportunity to declare his party af-
filiation, which is indicated in a col¬
umn of the registry book. A roll of
jmrty voters is then mndo up from
these preferences and serves as tho
registry list for tho ensuing primary
election. Iti this manner a means is
provided whereby voters may be check-
ed tip.and persons unentitled to vote in
a party primary challenged. Public
record takes the place of unverified
assertion The test exacted might be j
that tho voter declare at the time r»f
party registration that lie Is in gen-
oral sympathy with the party, that he jintends to support its candidates at
the next election, and that he has not
participated in tho primaries or elec-
tlons of another party within, say, a

year.
Tho suggestion has met with the in¬

dorsement of the Lynchburg News and
tho Newport News I'ress. The former
newspaper says that "sooner or later

the Democratic party of Vir¬
ginia will recognize the need <>f just
that sort of safeguard foi the Integrity \
of Its nominating methods. Tho party
registration plan or designation plan
has been adopted in many progressive
States and with results that appear
to vindicate Its etlicacy." The News
recommends that tlirer days in each
year be set aside for the registration
of party alliliation or independent
status, so that a record could be
created that "would render it about
as diUlcult iis legislation could make
it for other than Democrats to vote in
1 leniocratIc primaries."
The Newport News Press considers

outs a "valuable suggestion." and is
of the opinion that "whatever the test
may be. there can be no two opinions
on this point that the political status
of the voter should be determined ami
recorded before the primary Is h'ehl."
I'ndor the present system, as our con¬

temporary points out, there Is no ofll-
trial record to show who on tho regis¬
tration books are Democrats and who
are not If the voter is challenged,
the judge is embarrassed. Moreover,
the present method is "open to abuse
and fraud." The I'ress takes advanced
ground in declaring against partisan
primaries for purely local elections
where no question of local or national
politics is Involved, but thinks that
"when a partisan primary is held, none
but recognized members 'if the party
holding the election should be per¬
mitted to vote."
The Times-Dispatch trusts that siuli

public pressure will be brought to hear
on the r:»xt Cieneral Assembly as will
Induce--that body to pass a statute au¬
thorizing party registration. The need
fur the method has been accentuated
1 revelations in recent election hives-
lb itio:.s The Democratic party must
be enabled to drive Republicans out of
ID fold. It must rid itself of thoso
who are Democrats for one day only
l! lati.'-t put up tho bars against the
pol it 11 alien element that the
1 ss< m 1. tn introduce In primaries
to assist in the execution of their evil
ib"-h: !...> A Democratic primarv should

< .%':ch i: ;,s well .is in name.

t tii: >t \ x Milium t.o\ i>.
Kvc: ybod;, iis.ows the man that no¬

body love-; and everybody has hail a
v It from IMM e the !li si of the
II: -nth. Me is bi' tllC pool bill col¬
li t' ! lie the in >st unjllstlt tin-
i" pulai loan that liv. and moves and
1 ..s bis being nrnonc tl.i human race.
He It.. t :i.:ikt. hi- fellows do only
what they have hound themselves de-
lii.eiately to :<>, ..i.d ;. ei such scowls
and black look- greet him on his
i oil :> '15 t. it a |.m gntr would think
hi. a t i .: i t .. i to hi: count: y and an
mi m.' of si-'dety Ills bii.-.,'icss is to
: . e to i'. that men live up i the obli¬
gations v. l.ti h the \ duntaril;. entered
into, but men m i it.g nlm coming afai
oir !!. e as from th< pestilence, lie is
tii" greatest ii civet of excuses in tin-
wide woild Rva.- oti of the laws pales'
beside < vasion (.f the bill colic, tor.
Men who make debts they cannot or
will not pay blame it on the colli ctoi
With v.any n:i the polite presentation
of a statement f acc -ui.t hy a suave
and mannerly young business man Is
just like waving a scarlet blanket in
the face of a bull with the toothache
'i l,i ii' are tnei who almost tl row Jits
when td11.- are couiteously proffered,
and yet It the collet tor will patiently
listen and then sa\ with lino magnan¬
imity, >h if that is the way you feel
about ;t, \ou needn't pay It at all
We il rather lose the money than have |

(

you Buffer that way," tho debtor will
promptly come around and apologize
for having inado a fool of himself.
Tho bill collector is Indispensable.

We could not do without him if we
would. Some ore ra* polite and eom-
patilonable that we deliberately drib¬
ble them along, loath to part with such
i.tlightt'ul company, making audi small
payments that they are compelled to
call again. The hill collector is a roal
benefactor, because he makes us live
up to our obligations. Ho teaches
promptness and punctuality. Only he
ami death are our certain visitors. IIo

usually a model of that patience audi
perseverance which ultimately achieve
their purpose. Tho bill collector, long
denied, oft rebuffed, dually succeeds in
persuading us to give him what is his,
so that he may "render unto Caesar
the things that are Caesar's."

ok mi.vd oh iioiiyi
Manifestly there aro two kinds of

qualities to be sought in tho highest
kind of marriage: those of the body and
tlioso of the mind and spirit. The pres¬
ent movement for eugenlcnl ma tings
emphasizes one consideration even
sometimes at the expense of the other.
The contradiction has been pointed out
1>\ 11 Wells in his book, "Mankind
i:i the Making," and is also hinted at
it: this quotation from the father of
the eugenlst, Charles Darwin:
Man is impelled by nearly the same,

motives as- the lower animals, when
they are left to their own free choice,
though he is in so far superior to them
that he highly values mental charms!
and virtues. 'Mi the other hand, he is
strongly attracted by mere wealth or
rank, yet lie might by selection do
something not only for the bodily con-
stitution and frame of his offspring,
hut for their Intellectual and moral
dualities. lioth sexes ought to refrain i
from marriage if they aro in marked
degree inferior in body or mind. But '
such hopes are I'toplnn and will never
be even partially realized until the laws
of Inheritance are thoroughly known.
Tho ridiculous suggestion here i8 that

men and women of Inferior bodies or

minds aro of tho kind to refuse to
marry for lofty motives. The Inferior
types aro tho very ones to whom
merely physical consideration appeal
most potently. They will never re¬
strain themselves. Tho feeble-minded
are given to Indiscriminate mntings
with no thought of posterity.

<>n the other hand, as Wells points
out. the fine spirits who for some phy-
sical defect or Inherited hindrance are
most willing to forego marriage by
this very self-sacrifice indicate the pos- jsession of qualities that the race stands
sadly In need of. Such spiritual
strength is what we should desire to I
see propagated widely In the human |
family. Hy obeying the prohibitions of
the eugenist for physical defects, these
people will estop the development of
tho higher spiritual type, which, after!
all. Is the end most longed for.
Tho answer to this puzzle is sug-

gested in Darwin's words. The laws!
of inheritance must be more thoroughly
known. We must endeavor to learn
whether the innocent victim of tuber- j
ctilosis. who is ready to give up mar- |
riago lest he breed more weaklings.
and who has the courage to live up to;
bis faith, cannot be in some way spared
this supreme sacrifice so that the race

may gain in the moral strength which
he has so splendidly manifested.

tiii: \t nmoim.i: i\ thr soitii.
In the eight Southern States, which

require the registration of automobiles,
the number of automobiles, tho popu-
l.'ition and the number of automobiles j
per 1,000 inhabitants, are as follows:

Auto- |
mobiles

Auto- Popu- per jmobiles. lation. 1,000.
fb-orgia .... "0,07s* 2.009,121 7.7
Tennessee .. 11,225 2,1 s-|,TS!» 5.1
Florida 9,97 s 752.019 13.3
Kentucky .. 7.500 2.2i<9.905
N Carolina. 7.00U 2.20fi,2s7 3.2
Virginia ... »".,09l 2.001,«>12 3.0
Arkansas ... -1.500 1 ,".7 4,50!t 2 0
Alabama 4.350 2.13S.093 2.0
The number of negroes who own mo-

torcars is negligible. Taking the white
family as the basis of population, and
allowing five persons to the family, it
Is found that one white family in nine
In Florida owns an automobile, one in
fourteen In Georgia, one in tliirtv In
Tennessee, one in forty-three in .North
Carolina, one in forty-six In Virginia,!
tie in fifty in Arkansas, one in fifty- |

four in Kentucky, and one in fifty-
seven in Alabama.
As a source of State revenue, the

automobile is of increasing value. In
the last fiscal year the automobile j
license tax poured into the State treas¬
ury of Virginia $17.9110.79. which, under
the act of l'.iin. !s appropriated for ex¬
penditure upon the public roads. Ue-
celpts from this lichl are ever multiply-
i- c with tii.> pun-base of motorcars.

If President Wilson will go on a sum-
.rer excursion, his democracy will havo
bein proven beyond all possible doubt.
Where is the old-fashioned man that'

! eked his tei tli with his pocket-jknife'.'

The President's physician and con-'
stant companion, Dr. Cary (irayson, is'
..n alumnus of Williiun and Mary Col¬
li ge. and it is n fact that everywhere
t!,..t Woodrnw goes, William and Maryis sure t'l go. j
The illfferei'ce between a politician I

; ad statesman is that the politician jwants to get elected.

One of the most exquisitely nppro-l'i:a!e a ri n lif-ment;- w e ever have seen
.s an editor) I article in the KlchinondTime s-Dispatch of yesterdm .

"I'l'lO- j.iate arrangements we ever have seen
an editorial Mtlclo in the lUthmondiiii'-s-1 m.-patch of yesterday, headed'Wanted! Virginia Martyrs." followedinuiii 'l.tel\ by another editorial artl- jlc headed w t! the single word, "das."
This Parthian shot from the Itoanoke

Times Is pleasant because it is keen
and amusing. Instead of being merely
sullen and brutish, as are so many of
the heavy-handed clouts dealt by tho
*'<.. lljians of the Virginia pi ess. Wo add,
however, that we did not want our
martyrs roasted In a modern way, and
:.!-'» that gas if> a very illuminating
thing foi dark corners

Corn ci. the cob Is a favorite mid- jsummer fine

Aside from humidity, temperature,'
thunder, lightning and wind, we sup- |pose the, weather is all right. 1

On the Spur of the
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton
TUone I 'ooll.sll 4| ll«-Ntl<>UH.

You need not ask tlio question,
For I know what it will bu;

Do not waste your conversation,
Yes, It's hot enough for mo.

The Krtorl Cuurtcous.
Said the iiovdlu to the stocking:
"I'll run you through and through."
Said the stocking to tho needle:
"I'll bo dai lied if you do."

This. 'I'hn( iiml the Other.
?f has always scorned to us that a

street car conductor has got a snap.
When you come to think it over he
doesn't have so very much to do. Mo
gets up at .! o'clock in the morning
and takes his car out. Then ho col¬
lects fares, calls the streots, works
ills cAsli register, peddles transfers,
helps tli.. women on and off. listens to
Kicks on tiie service, directs strangers
to every point 111 the city, gets rid of
his counterfeit money, helps with tho
hnKgagc. changes the trolley, gets out
and lights wiili the coal wagon drivers,
turns the seats at the end of the line,
sweeps off the back platform, lends
chewing tobacco to tho motorman, an¬
swers twenty questions every minute,keeps an eye out for pickpockets nnd
takes tho blume for everything that
has happened from tho San Francisco
earthquake to the revision of the
tarilf. After performing these harm¬
less little stunts for twelve hours, he
has nothing t-> do till to-morrow.
The popular and general editor of

tho Pewaino News doesn't go In much
for motoring, but uses instead a 1913
model mule, which is a self-starter,
and never suiters any tire trouble.
Hut perhaps it is better to let him tell
about it in his own peculiar style:"On a couple of recent occasions the
editor of this paper has driven over
to th« neighboring \ illagc of Lyons,the means of transportation being a
mule hitched to a buggy. Some of the
hoys along the rond have attempted a
little fun at our expense, but th«;lrquips and gibes have fallen on har-
ren ground. We are not ashamed to
drive a mule to Lyons or to any other
old place. but we object to tho
farmer's 'houn' dawg,' which chased us
for two miles in the belief that we
wore holding the reins over a long-
eared Jack rabbit."

Slcns of the Tlmm.
Nat Goodwin says his latest wife is

a splendid business woman. Prob¬
ably she will demand good alimony
when the time comes.
Androw Carnegie says he would

give all his millions to be young
again, but it is better to be old with
money than without It.
Woodrow Wilson believes the White

Mouse grounds is n<n the pi*-e for a
mint bed. Perhaps it should be over
at the mint.
An Omaha paper runs the weather

forecast in the day after. There Is
nothing like being fastidiously honest.

President Wilson Is not afraid of
hot weather. In some ways Conpress
What a corking taxlcaft driver Cap¬

tain Kidcl would have made.
A New Jersey man shot at a crow

and brought down an eagle, but that
is nothing for a New Jersoylte. One of
th«-m shot at tin; governorship and
bi<>uglit down the piesideney.
A Columbia University student has

been refused a diploma because he
can't swim. Maybe, however, he could
paddle his o-,vn canoe.

Voice of the People
A A'oloe for Reform.

lo the Rdltor of The Times-Dispatch:
In the name of all trtie reform¬

ers, permit me to thank The Times-
IMs-patch for Its leading editorials in
to-day's paper on "Norfolk's Fighting
Patriots" and "The Revolution in Vir¬
ginia." ror what It has dared to do,
and for what it proposes to do.

Kvery citizen of Virginia "must
thank Ood and take fresh courage,'
first, because The T!mes-I>lspatch has
buckled on Its armor and declared war
against the "machine government" of
Virginia.State and county.in which
the cities of Norfolk and Alexandria
have already enlisted; and second, be¬
cause it has clearly shown the solo
method by which this "solidified hier¬
archy of human selfishness and per¬
sonal greed and ambition can be com¬
bated and overthrown."

As it truly suggests, solidified power
can only be conquered by solidified
power, arid beyond a doubt "tho way
to go about the revolution which the
people of Virginia do want" Is to In¬
vite all the progressive elements of the
State into one definite and specific
"struggle for the rule of the people
against the rule of the machine ring."
Why cannot the whole State follow in
the illustrious lead of "Norfolk's
Fighting Patriots," and at once engage
the rest of her patriots In a destruc¬
tive war against the "entire pernicious
organIzat ion"?

Old Virginia does not need "new
kinds of men," but other men In the di¬
rection of the government of the

FLIES!
Horse in nn 11 re In the principal

hatching plncc for files.
It can he ninde sterile frltli eoal

oil, cnrliollc neld, copperns water or

ilry lonin by mixing thoroughly.
Horsemen, stablemen, oirucrs of

borne* nnd nnnltnry Inspectors, pay
Attention! Cut this out.

l.et J013 be a flj'less yenr-

Abe Martin

Anron Shot, a charter member o' th'
poor farm, has taken out a demit, an'returned t' work. A feller kin fergltt change his shirt er git shaved, butbe alius remembers where he laid ahalf smoked ae-gar.

1

ARMY OFFICERS COMPLAIN THAT MEN WILLNOT ENLIST IN THE ARMY.
By John T. McCutcheon.

[0>pyr<*t>ti 1018: By John T.
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Perhaps thm tercicc could be made more attractive to the private, uoldier

State. But how shall this be ac¬

complished ?
Permit me again to suggest, that in¬

stead of going Into tho primary on
August 5 and perpetuating tho "ma¬
chine government," let us meet at the
precincts, and at 12 o'clock hold a
meeting and select delegates to a State
convention to be held in Richmond on
August 2", which shall duly consider
and adopt a platform, setting forth our
principles and policy, upon which all
candidates for the Legislature and all
other ofllres shall be pledged to stand.
They wi thus be pledged to carry out
the reforms necessary to make a rov-
ernmont of the people, by the people
and for the people, which means the
abolition of the fee system; a complete
reformation of the system of taxation;
the segregation of the cities and
counties In raising the revenue for
their support, with traveling auditors
to go around annually and to examine
the books and accounts of treasurers
and all who handle money, to see that
they comply with the laws enacted for
their government, etc., as may seem
necessary to execute'the reforms indi¬
cated. RICHARD V. OA INKS.

Snxe.

Kx-t onfederjito I'rlvntp'.i I to |irc*nlon*
of the tiettynlniric Reunion.

To the Hditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.-War Is ended, peace declared,second Gettysburg campaign is over.
Tho Yanks surrendered the beautiful
city to the Johnnies without tiring a
Kim; thv little remnant of the bravest
men who ever went to war graspedhands at the stone fence, calling each
other Yank and Johnnie (names once
objectionable, now endeared). The two
flags of the greatest lighting people
on earth waved over the two armies.'
who fifty years before were mortal
enemies, but now are staunch friends,
united like brothers, hound together
by blood and suffering. The friendlybreeze that gently wafted from the
mountains of Pennsylvania caused the
two Hags to blend together as ono for- Jever.
A great and entirely new history was

made, never made before, and will
never bo repeated. It was indeed a
sight worth seeing, and never forgotten,
a sight much enjoyed by the gra.v-
lialred warriors of the North and the
South. History made that day, July ;t,
that hour, 4:30 P. M.. a glorious victory
for both armies.a grand and perpetual
reunion of great and brave men. That
history will be handed down as a proud
heirloom to nations yet unborn. No
historian can write it: no artist can
paint it; no poet describe it. They
will Just let it stand.a fact, liko the
everlasting mountains. We Johnnies
were most cordially welcomed, well
cared for, abundantly fed on good, sub¬
stantial. well cooked, highly seasoned
food, dispensed with a hospitality that
bailies description; comfortable tents,
good cots, all sick ones well and ten¬
derly cared for by skilled physicians
and polite male nurses. Tho handsome
Roy Scouts never tired answering ques¬
tions or showing us the way. Such a
friendly reunion would hardly have
been possible twenty-live years ago;
now It would be almost Impossible to
tlnd an unreconstructed Yank, or an
unforgiving Johnnie.
A Virginia veteran thought it no

harm to let the rising generation see a
tvplcal Southern soldier, who decked
himself in old thread-bare clothes,
patches tied on with willow withes,
wrapped his feet In rags, strapped a
United States blanket on his back,
stuck a corncob pipe with a fig stem
in his mouth, marched In ranks as In
days of old. After getting to the stone
fence some Yank spied one of their
men docked out in his old blue uniform,
got the two together and made them
shake hands under tho two flags as
they were wafted togetlior by the
breeze, which net caused a long and
loud cheer, and many cameras were
swept on them. Tho Yank put his
hand on the United States blanket and
said: "You Johnnies would steal our
blankets." The Johnnie quietly re¬
plied: "If you Yanks had attended
to your business, as you ought to have
done, I guess we Johnnies could not
have gotten so many." That Confed¬
erate veteran frequently scratched
himself, reminding all vets of the great
luxury wo enjoyed when we could rub
our backs against an old hickory tree,
A reporter for one paper said that
soldier was In the charge of Pickett's
Division In 1863. He was not. but
sick In n hospital In Lynchburg, where
he was 111 for three months.

AVM. H. TURPIN.
Richmond.

VIEWS OF THE
VIRGINIA EDITORS

Tlic (¦ ooil Mdr of Criticism.
Whenever some progressive nfws-

paper dares to criticize any condition
iu Virginia, be it the tax system, the
fee system, the election system, the
lobby, tho machine, or whatever it
may be, the cry Is sure to be raised
that Virginia is being injured abroad
by that sort of publicity. Or If n local
newspaper dare criticize tho city gov¬
ernment, or the milk supply, or the
public schools, or tho unclean streets,
cr the public service corporations, this
citizen and that will bombard tho edi¬
tor with protests, sometimes partakingof the nature of a threat.
"The Infernal newspapers are ruining

tho town," they will say; "you are
putting outsiders on notice not to como
here to live."
We ask these critics and protestants

in all seriousness, do they mean to
say that no evil condition in State oi
city, no incompetent or corrupt o flic la I
should be exposed? Should newspapers
hold their peace and never cry aloud?
Should they never expose evil, never
ftsk for improvement? Should they
make believe that all is well when sloth
and negligence, disease and corruption
are overwhelming the land? If not,
w hen should they speak? If they are
to break the discreet silence at all.
when and where? Who Is to be the
Judge? Is the sentinel oh his post to
wait until the enemy Is hot on the
charge before sounding the alarm?
Away with such nonsense! Publicity

is the only remedy for public evils in
whatever form they may present theiri-
selves. It does not do the State or the
city harm at home or abroad to expose
evil conditions and cry aloud for re-
form and betterment. If so, every
State and live city In tho land Is be¬
ing injured daily. To tho contrary,
when an outsider understands that the
press of State and city is well on guard
and has the courage and the enterprise
to decry ovil and demand improvement,
ho known that the spirit of progress
hi abroad and that improvement will
come. He knows that tho community '
in which such newspapers are publish-
ed is not a self-satisfied community and
that it is not past praying for. Ho
knows that such newspapers are rep¬
resentatives of public sentiment in
greater or less degree, and that public
sentiment will assert Itself in the long
run. He knows that agitation is life,
and that agitation will have Its re¬
ward, If its aim be true.
Watch the progressive towns and

there you will find the most critical
newspapers. Watch the most critical
newspapers and there you will find the
towns that nre Improving their condi¬
tions. Watch the newspapers that
never raiso their voice for better con¬
ditions and there you will find a town
that is past praying for. Find a dead
newspaper and you will find It located
in a dead town.
Also take notice of this: tho news-

paper that is the severest critic Is
also tin- most enthusiastic. booster. If
It advertises one evil condition in town,
it advertises two unexcelled advan¬
tages. Take the Issues of the year and
add up the figures and you will find
that there is ten times as much boost¬
ing as knocking'. The newspaper man
is an optimist. He is a critic, but he
If- not a grumbler. He cultivates the
hunch, never the grouch. He is a con¬
structionist. and, like I'resldent Wilson
when he pulls down you may grwnble
on it that It Is a structure which was
cumbering the ground, and that itn
removal was necessary to make wayfor improvement.

Let us look the facts in the face.
The Statu of Virginia and the cities
of Virginia are blessed by newspapers
v hlch demand that evil conditions be
Improved, which insist that the walls
cf Jerusalem must be built up..New¬
port News Press.

Need of Itefortn.
The announcement of Mr. Garland

1 ollard's candidacy f'«r the office of
Attorney-Cleneral seems to have ex-
lited considerable commotion in tbo
i.Miks of other candidates, and caused
the wltl^,lravval of Mr. King from tins
field. Virginia, politically, has been
moving in old ruts for many years,
content to permit a few third or fourth
late politicians control her affairs,
which they have done effectually in
their own interest and against the
welfare of the masses. Our next Gov¬
ernor will be a man of progressive
policies ,and wo need to surround him
with men *of similar views. We need
reform in our system of taxation under
which every county and city, as well
as every individual, will be compelled,
under our improved method of assess¬
ment and taxation, to bear its or his
due proportion of the burden of tax¬
ation. With such a system in Virginia,
the rate, of taxation can be reduced
while her revenues are increased, anil
the State can Increase the school fund
and the appropriations to public roads.
Who can estimate the valuo to Vir¬
ginia of a thorough system of good
roads over the entire State, or of an
enlarged public school system, work¬
ing In perfect harmony and affording
opportunity to every child in the State
to secure a liberal education?
We need a salaried compensation for

all public otllclals. The feu system has
been a continuing and increasing in¬
iquity as well as an increasing burden
upon the people. Ihit through years
these public ofllcials have maintained a
powerful lobby at every session of our
General Assembly and tho fossilized
members of that body have not had the
good sense or courage to abolish tho
iniquitous system and thus relieve the
people.
Let us get these reforms, with others

of almost equal Importance, incorpo¬
rated into our statutes, and Virginia
will begin and maintain a period of
growth and prosperity unparalleled In
her past history..Roanoke World-
News.

Women
For tlie efficient and satisfactory handling of the bank¬

ing affairs of its women depositors this bank has provided
special facilities for their exclusive use.

Our officers are at all times pleased to place their knowl¬
edge and experience of financial matters at the service of
patrons.

National State and City Bank
1111 East Main Street1


